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win Rejects uespair 
ce * Drift and Danger ’ 


By SI. S. HANDLER 


James Baldwin sees h ope for 
i*iM{ p5rPc ,— 7Jn!!e fc ' United 
States despite a rising: tide of 
violenco in both North and 
South. 

. In an interview, the Negro 
author, who has been crusading 


proved to me tiiat we can be 
better than we arc." ■ 

The conversation with Mr. 
Baldwin took place in his 2\'i- 
room apartment in Greenwich 
Village, a dismal setting for a 
man depicted by Edmund Wil- 
son as one of the great, creative 
artists of this country. 

The apartment is on the sec- 
ond floor of a small renovated 
brick building in a street popu- 
lated by Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans! ‘ V ; / • : 1 . 

His work room is furnished 
| with a typewriter, a desk, a 
I chair and bookshelves. In a 
; combination Jiving room-bed- 
room a bed without headboards 
lies flat on the floor. A few 
[stuffed chairs, a bookcase, refc- 


f or' the immediate extension of 
equal rights to all, warned of 
the possibility of more racial 
clashes. 

“The Birmlnghams cannot be 
stopped,” he said. “They can 
happen in New York and else- 
where in the country. There is 
drift and danger today.” t ! . j 

But Mr. ’ Baldwin refused to! 
despair. 

“Despair is a sin, 1 
“I believe that. It is. 
bleak- about the Mi 
but* there are people 
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James Arthur Baldv/in 


nee lived a night- 
nuHi. K i.as the nightmare 
of the sensitive Negro artist 
v and intellectual immured 
». within the Vivisible wftlls of 
£ Harlem’s blsfck ghetto. 

“ **r left- tl* country an 

; abandoned everything in 194 S, 

1 never intending. to return. I 

- * cAildn’t bear it 

m,„ an\ longer. I 

.*:■ . . kn&v that I 

>n ihe would kill somc- 

" News body\or some- 

* ’ one would kill 

2 me. I lived in Paris and clse- 
where in Europe long- enough 

£ to vomit up most of my hatred 
7 and to place America in pers- 
r; pcctlve. 

: t. "It was in Paris that I real- 
7 ized what my problem- was. I 
^ was ashamed of bung a Ne- 
gro. I finally realized that I 
would remain, what I was to 
I - the end of my time and lost 
”7 my shame. I awoke from my 
7 nightmare.” 

Z : Mr. Baldwin's release from 
.'..the nightmare that hounded 
.t him from America was abrupt. 

^ One evening he took a Nov- 
iMvegian girl to a party given; 
w!by white American, writers. ? 
IT The writers ridiculed Mr. 
dr. Baldwin’s story, and he flew 
n into a rage. ; 

Jr. Leaving the party, the Nor-' 
,'Mvcgian girl asked Mr. Bald- ’ 
>• win why he had lost his head. 
"■-He gave a fumbling reply. 
Id'The girl asked: 

“Why do you hate -your 
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James Baldwin waa'born 
- , “.Aug. 2, 1924 in Harlem. His 
. 7 i-w father,, an • occasional factory -- 
. ^worker. • and fanatical lay 
- '2 preacher, had . been born in 
..*■ £New Orleans. His mother, a 
“. gentle stoical woman who was 
• t *to bear nine children — four 
Tboys and five girls — wits born 
’f^^ih'itfaryland. ;; . . ; 
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j And the time for deals has g «™ too 
also passed, he said, because: wo F '. , I 

“No man can claim to speak * PiMivin distressed by, 

ter 0» Nogm 

'SSJ i 4S% 0 ^trScture h can Tie- attributes its . sterility to a 
^toteTli™ at W f» bSid from **> r<aWi “ of con 1 , 

• the Negro people. There"- is, ^^S^ra rnnnin? away 

* ta'S“»SC^? 

■fc Because ol, ttus/ perhaps/ ic 

fls convinced there Is an'taml- fi^ d *u]V y fl „S vL an arUst 
'-nent possibility of violence here ^.a ^t one .caji ^ an artist . 

WSMStt 2T* 

|J3SSS.^«S? SS£i“S 

'wire. The Negroes in the North misunderstood when he oaid in. 
.already' live in concentration a recent television ^ broa^castj 
-f camps without ^vire fences: The that the Jtcv.Dr, Martin. ILu-^ 
•Negro cannot surrender. :/ ^ ..' ther King Jr. was. at . 

; .^'perhaps -violence K \yoh't V.oc- h«*?P e * He ; saidLhe meant thati - 
i 1mtipnly;the 'state of ^cnt&wre “ovtaff tM.iast §>|£ ;'/i 
: . jthe country can prevent it when o**®** 1 ?* 1 control^ ' «*■ >,ri £ /S 

t #Bttt >-bii^z^used'i’tc^^^^in could not atxept the Blaclc Mui*^ - || 

% %;. < *VVhen ‘ you .: are::' writing a black<> , supremacy, .« but, ... ne j. ^ 
£ oh nr a rf er . pnrirate ••’of-;- a man thought that : tha ; Muslin^w^eJ ; . 
h who v commits jnurder you can tho -k on ly . ' grass ^roo ta _Negroj 
i onl&Jafeit siaecssfuUy . if you movement In the tJnlted r Stetes-: j 
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the white man from infecting j 
Si 5 :"BTic <litt not dtscotiragCl 
/ l-v. mo from trying to become * 
writer. She only said. It Is not .'j 
' %' ' '• 3* small' thing, V' : ^ 

'>••' ' %-■' ' s’- The fears, of •- hi* mother-; 

V.-wj'-B fViVV'f® 

. I'f’l ' author,, unable to' contain, his 

hatred of white American clv-‘ 

jtixation, took the road of ex- 
ile to Pans and for nine years ; 
lived an impoverished exist- | 
enc*e with African students, i 
His tortured Ufa wa3 only oc- 
’ casionally relieved by the j 
friendship of Americans and j 
Europeans who helped him. v t 
Friend of Richard Wright < 

In Paris Mr. Baldwin came 
to know the late Richard 
Wright, the well-known Ne- 
gro writer who had abandoned 
America. Mr. Wright briefly 
was Mr. Baldwin's only liter- 
ary mentor, but the friend- 
ship foundered on angry re- 
^riminaiinnu and nndod in bit* 
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i ' The family, ; Mr. -Baldwin leased 
: says lived on relief much of hatred 
I the time and scrounged stale win wu 

- bread and other foodstuffs, he dee 
-The father, a ranting dema- United 

«ogue, revolted his children, turned, 

- dames, the -oldest, had to not %vi 
’’stand between the father and pie of 
* ihc mother. He learned to ms- lived ii 
Z like his father to adore his Mr. 

- mother, who managed to kcc-p man ic 

-her nine children together liiiic 

V. against sll odds. been j 

"Mother is a very ini pres- and v f 
sive person,” says the slender first ; 
l gnome-like author. His soft, was ; 
py voice hcisin almost Tucismurl c 
^effect and his face is so ex- s his ai 
’ preshive/ . it. - too, seems to , appea 

- $pcalt. ' ... \* ls 

V; i “She is inscrutable. IIow she It on 
‘ .managed to protect her chil- dished 

- dren is a mystery. None of us 19o6. 
-has been in prison. None has ; lorke 

been on the needle.”, ' y, Wberal 

James was graduated n*om crcaw 

*fc*HFJWltt Clinton High Scdtpol; cthc r 

I ^42^Hli^veiiHjsters 

iioClti sM the aathern-rh^ 
m."Arri-Baldwm'Kaid,;hadA v ;^^ 
fly:, preached th6|ChrisUanK ^Baldv 
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CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY 
Staten Island Chapter 
Information Concerning 


[on 6/3/63 , 3 ed that the regular 
meeting o3? the Staten Island Chapter of C,O.R.E. g to be 
held at the Markham Homes Community Center on the evening 
of o/U/63, will be open to the public. The informant 
stated that the chapter will soonsor a forum on this 
night regarding the vl e wa n f an thor* . JA M f-S ft A LDV7~ N, who 
appeared at a C.O.R.E. sponsored rally on Staten Island 
on the evening of t ?/2 r< / 63 • 

The informant advised that C,O.R,F*had been re- 
ceiving some objections from persons who attended the 
rally, claiming that W ATWK was caustic an^^^^mpromis- 
irg in stating Ms v’ewa on integration, flHHHHF ad- 
vised that C.OE.E. was having the public in order 

to analy*,© the vl ews presented by ^-LD-TT N./yy v (1 
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Information Concerning 


On May 29# 1 9$ 3# « confidential source, who has 
furnished reliable Information in the past, advised that a 
rally sponsored by the Staten Island group of Congress of 
Racial Equality (COKE), was held at Wagner College, Crimes 
Hill, Staten Island, New York, at 8*00 PM, on Tuesday, May 
28, 1963* Admission tf$& $1.00 and a collection was taken /§ 
up during the rally. jW total ©r$l$O0.OO waa coHecterf3ja§ M 
Between B^O to SOO people attended , "7^ 

The guest speaker was James Baldwin, a Negro 
wr*ifcer> and folk singer, Leon Bibb provided entertainment . 

The affair lasted about three ’hours. U 

Proceeds from the sale of tickets was to be given 
to COBS in Birmingham for help in paying attorneys 1 fees, 
and aiding the integration movement . jfc (t|y 

Baldwin spoke for about 20 minutes and said he was 
speaking as an individual Negro rather than as a spokesman 
for the Negro, Baldwin gave a brief outline of his boyhood 
in the South* The theme of hi© talk was that integration in 
the Bo utli le the white man's problem and not the Negro's, 

He said it was not a southern problem, but a national problem. 

He was not interested In compromises for the Negro, stating . 

compromising was a way of evading responalbility.Li jo6~~ l I 
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Tuesday evening. May 28, 1963, the Staten Island 
Chapter, Congress Of Racial Equality (C.0,R,£.) sponsored 
a rally at the Wagner College gymnasium, dryraes Kill, 

Staten I sla n d, The rally got under way shortly after 
8:00 p.m. t 

. . The principal speaker for the rally was JAMBS BALDWIN, 

aut hor, and entertainment was given by LEON BIBB, EDITH 
OVERTON, Chairman of the Staten Island Chapter of C,0.RB,, 
was the person who obtained BALDWIN and BIBB for the rally, 
CLAHXRCE OVERTON was master of ceremonies, . 


Admission tickets were $1,00, There was an advanced 
ticket sale and also admlsdbnjit the door. Donations were 
a f s ^°? 1 i eote<1 the rally. *p*e'' combined collection was 
^about $1300,00, (although 'contributions and donations are 
still arriving In the Jhsre were close to 1,000 per- 

sons present at the rallyT&l&V l 


Some o 



[observed In attendance were 
■ who hasnowjQiii^ 

|and£ 

go present 
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Negro Author Returns to His 
Olcj^School for Alumni Award 


v^dfld-farnous author James 
: )r .-■min made a sentimental 
journey yesterday back to the 
■lays 25 years ago when he 
\vv just an undersized adoles- 
cent who had a way with 
words. 

•Ke came home to JHS 139 
in the heart of Harlem to 
re reive a plaque as the school’s 
.-.r..mnus of the Year. Bald- 
win was visibly moved at see- 
ing many of his old teachers 
aga.n after a -quarter of a 
century away from the school. 

Many expected Baldwin to 
deliver a fiery speech on Negro 
•rgnts, as he has often done 
ci ewhere. Instead, he offered 
iu.herly advise' to the young- 
sters sitting in the schoc’ 1 
.auditorium. 

Speaking of ’ the present ' 
, crisis in the Negro's struggle 
•fo. equal rights, he said: 
’•Remember' when things get 
tough and ugly not to confuse 
power with morality. There 
is no moral value to either a 
. black skin or a white skin. . 
'someone wantg-yotrTo'- 


substitute your real past for 
an invented one, don’t listen! 
to them. It is important for; 
you to be proud that your.; 
ancestors stood on the auc-j! 
tion block. From the block t«> ! 
full equality is a journey n*,i 
other people have ever taken.- 
“When you have a child, 
raise him not to hate anybody. 
What one seeks is not revenge. 
Revenge doesn’t work. I know, 
I’ve tasted it.” 

The teachers and the ycung- ! 
sters gav? the novel: -t anc. j 
essayist a -hunderous ovation j 
Baldwin was introduced by 


Lionel Mcivlurren, once a class- 
mate of Baldwin’s at JHS 13_§,. 
now on the 1 acuity ’there". 
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BALDWIN HONORED. ■ 
BY HARLEMSetfOOLl 


Ui am ps n, Negro 

writer on racial problems, re- ( 
turned yesterday to the Har-; 
lem high school from which he. 
graduated in 1938 and told the! 
students that the color of a- 
man’s skin had no bearing on! 
moral issues. • . . ! 

"Color is not important," Mr.’. 
Baldwin said. "Golor doesn't, 
matter. Color is a political! 
reality which certain politicians^- 
use. There is no moral value tos 
black or white skin." I 

The school, Frederick Doug-\ 
lass Junior High, is an all-boyf 
institution of which 99 per cent 1 
of the pupils are Negroes. 
About 500 were in the audience. 

In advising the students to' 
disregard color as a moral i 
issue, he said: "If you think* 
otherwise, you would have toj 
raise your children to hate 
white people. We’re not trying 
to do that. We're trying u> 
make this world a more human 
place to live in.’’ ’ 

He also told the students they : 
should never deny their heritage 
as descendants of slaves. He 
described the Negro movementi 
from Africa and its rise from’ 
slavery as "a journey no other,, 
people took and survived.” i 
During the ceremonies, Mr. 
Baldwin was awarded a plaque) 
for being the alumnus of the; 
year. Calvin Alston, a 16 -year-/ 
old Negro who Intends to be) 
S^cnerTniade the presen taQortt 
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ffnrk^tudents’. ? 6 f " Frederick 
^^«I§^^/Harlein^ ap- 
plauded Pofteh't ; as i- alumnus- 
aUtlftjg^^ }■'■ ad- 

dressed the%raduating class." / ; 

1 loudest 

&nd.Jqngest : yesterda; whenthe 
vigorously; ^outspoken .champion 

5 ^Remembef; where ; you really 
come. iropp}.pon’t substitute, an 
invented'past for a real ojie. It 
is!. important to be proud, of the 

A II . ~v -r, \< \ ;i , „•• 
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12v‘13-and •14-year- 
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IsOthL^S.^ between '^epbx^and 
Seventh A vs] i approved heartily, 
when the 38-year-old vBaldwiii' 

'saidi'-' '■ -:'7 

“White people have cbnvinb^ 
themselves the Negrb-is happy 
in his place. YoUr- job^ fe.notif^ 
allow them t&^glei& IhaYbriq 
minute ^ 

> ^Baldwin Pspoke casually , } be* 

' ^est'u ring - to empha : \ 
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subject: 


JAMES ARTHUR BALDWIN 
INFORMATION CONCEDING 




Hr, Crime Records, Bureau, on 

5/21/6 3 reques^^^^checJ^f The NYO indices and also 
established sources for any information, particularly o 
a derogatory nature, concerning captioned. Information 
had been dR^e loped by the Bureau that BALDWIN is a homo- 
sexual, and on a recent occasion made derogatory remarks 
in reference to the Bureau* 

The indices of the NYO disclose two per 
files identical to the captioned: 100-16553 and - 

Records of the NYCPD disclose that JAMES BALDWIN 
was arrested on' 9/3/54 for Disorderly Conduct, was arraigned 
before Judge BALSAM and received a suspended sentence. ine 
Disorderly Conduct charge was for refusal to move on order 

of a policeman. At that time JAMES BA ^ W ^ ” a 2 7 ^ s street 
as Negro, age 30, novelist, residence 63 West 97th Street, 

The records of Selective Service dis close that 
JAMES ARTHUR BALDWIN originally registered on ■ 

giving his residence as 2171 Fifth Avenue, NYC, employment 
Belle Meade Quartermaster Depot, Belle Meade, New Jersey. 
Ill mother was listed as Mrs. BERDIS BALDWIN, same address. 
He again registered on 9/17/48, at which time his residence 
was given as 46 West 131st Street, apartment 5-E, NYC. 

The person listed as always knowing his whereabouts was 
... mm » . -r- r t t a wo no uirto + t fl +v» q t 1 p " t" . His date O X 
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JAMES BALDWIN were obtained and Photostats were for- 
warded to the Bureau. NYO maintained no copies. 


This 

to Supervisor 
was necessary. 


mation was telephonically furnished 
who §t£ted no confirmatory letter 
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?olor is not Important; Color doesn't matter. .Color ‘Is e 

fslllf?^. ; ^Ifpjrbtt^thlnk otherwise you would have to false. 9 
i| your, ^children 'to hate 'white people.' We’re not frying to u 




this .world 'h more .human 
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Slavery? Yes, remember It and be "proud of the auction * 
-r^ce;croj^d;ari^)ceah In slave ships and rose .§ 


^?%S^9&^i<»R|p3^?AW*one t per^ cent are.NegroM 
L » ,, ^^ ooimt^39tlvSt; east of Tth-Ave. ^:; r-:/v^ 
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On June 4, 1963# Staten Island Chapter of C.O.R.E. held a 
forum at the community center at the Markham Homes in West 
New Brighton, S.I. The purpose of the forum was to discuss 
JAMES BALDWINS speech of 5/28/63. A number of people had 
been offended by BALDWIN'S remarks, so C.O.R.S. set up a 
panel of speakers, pro and con to debate "Baldwlnlsm" • 

EDITH OVERTON was chairlady, and on the panel were BBSS 
WEINBERG, NORMA OWENS, HERBERT HINES, RICHARD FRUEAUX and 
JOAN PRICE AUX. Am ongst those in the audience which numbe red 
about 

^n^otners. There was^T 

10 rough discussion of "Baldwinsim" and ItB 1 relationship 
to Negro attitudes. The discussion lasted from 8:15 P.M. 
until after 10:00 P.M. when refreshments were Berved and 
there were Informal discussions. Meeting broke up at 11:00 
or a little after. 
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on the ground of obscenity..' 

arges against 
shops 'selling'^ the . novel . have 


!ttfie^ni6s|' **fclth^ahdf porno 
graphic book .1 laye eyejr read. 1 ; 

pfefcr Presi'- ; • publisher * of %,the 
hard-coveff edition ; of the novel, 
sa3dj|£^ 

Horace v Manges, ^'attorney for 
+, t€^^pjfeertCTyq^BlSSil0rruWisliie«i 
C MmcU; to head the leg^ battle. 

TO'ei,novSi?wideiy praised by . 

»mc^?is*:8^nt"ctnfulfllled and ever 

'***»**■*' W* *•*£*’*> *V**V ^d-V^5*,t 


tOfhearnext^^ 

IphtiiSres^l 

of : ■ ; th%I>bubledi§^oaJcshop:tih 

; ]^*OrIiii^^ 

[ YSddHH O >*£■'« C«s\ ofa eii*%vwii niia 

sJuhe 

after; the,City Attorney's office 
had ^.demanded^tts ^withdrawal. 
( They‘ were held : an "hour arid 

by ; other New" Orleans authori- 
ties and newspapers and bfoad- 
j casto^lstations .fhertj.;:^^^ 
v -ODistrict • Attorney. James Gar- 
rison of New . Orleans has 'said 
he'does notbeli ey.e ’theDouble'- 
dayj ' “W “ ■■■ 


l)J 




b^fdecldft 

famp 

Judgment. - . 


ha* temporarify>a|pc^ed : toKhalt 
sales pf^tlw .bopktr^ 
riding had^beea obtained. 
^Mr.fB^lkid^.had ifr 
ceived- reports 4 oft pressure’ ..on 
Ne^’Oriehiis^^kstorea^i^ 
publio libraries .by the^Citlzens 
Council,- ^white-supremacist or- 
‘ ' “ to/tove' wlth- 

-.Udwiri id- 

iVopicenl^charge^had <cbeeh 

Wm 
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SAC, MEW YORK (100-79303) 

Afe/hv. 

sa tSSEmSm^SKHBKH 421 


CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY (CORE) 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 




Identity of Source 
Description of info 


CORE Rally, Staten 
Island, NY, 


Date Received 6 /H /63 

Original Located 
^Please index on 100-79303: 




A copy of informant’ a report follows: 

-\ 


Q 3 


1 - Hew York 
Lfr- Hew York TOO- 
/!/- Hew York 157- 
VX - New York 100 
1 - New York 100 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 New York 
4 1#/ Hew York 
Jt - New York 
- Hew York 


,, 0 t J sS sssS^ 

” V‘ 



W 1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 - New York 
1 - Mew York 


jT 


>^VJS:poc 


SS'B 




On May 28, 1963 a "Support Birmingham” Hally, 
sponsored by S.I. C.O.R.E. was held at Wagner College Oym. 
Participating In the rally were JAMBS BALDWIN, author, LSON 
BIBB, folk singer. Rev, WILLIAM EPPS of St. Phillips Church, 
CLARENCE OVERTON, Master of ceremony and EDITH OVERTON, Chairman 
of C.O.RgE. 


there we 


e, white, 5’ 8” about 55 yrs 

old, heavy set* receding hair line). Young man (white about / 111 
24 yrs old, 5* a" van dyke beard & mustache, brown hair,) wasL// 
selling pamphlets and giving out newspapers (News & Letters) Me J 

About 1400 people attended the " Rally * 

$1346.00 was collected. [h/£\ , 1 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
MEMORANDUM 


4, V-iirt co«xaiweb • 

SffciASsintt 

orapiti® 


: SAC, N EW YORK (100-79303 \U DATE: 6 / 2 °/ 63 


PROM : SA 

SUBJECT: CONGRESS OP RACIAL EQUALITY 0°RE) 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


Identity of Source 
Description of info 


b>-' I 


Date Received o/ 

Original Located 
Please index on 100-79303: 


CORE Rally, Staten Island, NY. 
6/12/63 


b?d 


v . A copy of Informant 1 s repo^ follows 

W x . 


, 

1 - New York 
l r - New York 100 
Tjy- New York 157 
d - New York 100 
1 - New York 100 
1 - New York |C00 
1 - New York LOO 
1 - New York LOO 
1 - New York 100 
1 - New York jlOO 

COPIES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
1 - New York 100-79303 (^1) 

l 

VJS:poc 


sifted 




SEARCHED /INWXKU.rf . */ 

SERIALIZED* 

JUNE'_2_6 j -^19P_3' 
..-FBI' i " NEW YORK! 














On May 28, 1963 Staten Island Chapter of C.O.R.E, held a 
"Back Birmingham" rally at the Wagner College Gymnasium on 
S.I* JAMES BALDWIN, the author, and LEON BIBB, the singer, 
were featured on the program* EDITH OVERTON, president of 
the C.O.R.E. chapter, made the Introductory remarks. CLARENCE 
OVERTON was master of ceremonies. Ether C*O.R.E* members w ho 
>erforraed some function Included: 



The program began at about 8:40 p.M. and lasted until about 
11:00 P.M* The entertainment came first, followed by a brief 
talk by Rev. EPPS of St. Phillips Baptist Church. J. BALDWIN 
followed with a speech of about 40 minutes after which he answered 
questions from the audience. There was one questioner, however, 
who was very unusual. He was a white male, about 50-55 yrs. 
of ags 5* -6" - 150 lbs. graying hair, /known to be an associate 
of M. AZZARI of the S.I. Chapter of tne A.C.L.U3 This man 1 s 
question had to do with an alternative route to the attainment 
of civil rights for Negroes. He prefaced his question with a 
statement of his views on the relationship of this capatalistic 
society and our form of government. He gave the impression 
that he favored government control of heretofore private 
enterprise, this supposedly being the only realistic route to 
true liberty for the individual. 
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On June 8, 1963 * a combined social gathering arid meeting was 
held by the S taten island Communit y Peace Group at the home 
of Stat en Island, Presen t 



^ _ several others, 
jost of the people arrived by about 9:00 P.M. Some comedy 
records dealing humourously with the subjects of peace and 
disa r manent were played; also a tape recording (belongs to 

was played - it was taped from a broadcast over 
WBAj^^!m* in N.Y.C. - it was a skit done on "the Military 
and peace 11 . It traced the history of the Military leaders 
of the United States since the early part of the 20th Century 
and the relationship of these men to leaders of Congress, 
big business leaders and others. It was done in a humourous 
vein and depicted the supposed collusion that has existed between 
these groups of men. After the playing of the tape, refreshments 
were served, and then the future of the Peace Groups was 
discussed. (There had been an earlier discussion of the appearance 
of JAMES BALDWIN at a C.O.R.E. rally on 5/28/63. Some of those 
present had felt that BALDWIN wastoc^^ter and extreme in 
his talk, but others notably were very firm in 

insisting that BALDWIN was not .exsremeancT that no true liberal 
should have been offended.) 

Some of those present felt that the Peace Group had been 
inactive for too long. They stressed the need for some 
public action by the Group soon, during the summer, possibly 
on "Hiroshima Day" August 6th. Others felt that that would be 
tor^ooi^oorganize an effective rally or large-scale meeting. 

who made many comments, and who had worked with a 
^wSnenM^Strike for Peace Group in N.Y.C was delegated to get 
a speaker through or from the "Womens Strike" group. The 
discussions lasted until after midnight, 
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i’Ni® dkpa;:t:.:Ajt op\ju:;tick' 

hedl-hal j.ij.ikau of AaA/entigation 



New York, New York 
Augu3t 2, 19^3 

Bureau 100-3-116 
New York 100-151548 




He: Communist Party, United 

States of America 
Negro cuestion 
Communist Influence in 
Racial Matters 
Internal Security - C 



On August 1, 1963, a confidential source who was 
in a position to furnish reliable information advised thau 
..Clarence Benjamin Jones, David Lubell and James Baldwin a 
Negro author were flying to Birmingham, Alabama on Honda j , 
at 11:30 AM, presumably August 5, 1963. Thl3 source 
stated these men would be leaving from La Guardia Airport, 
New York City, and that members from the American Guild 
of Variety Artist, would be flying on the 3ame plane. 

This soui’ce further stated tnat on August 1, 19*->3* 
Clarence- Jones may^rrave attempted to contact A. D. King, 
"Brother of Martin Luther King at Birmingham, Alabama. 

Characterizations follow: 



On July 3* 19^3, Clarence Jone3 wa3 the General 
Counsel for the Ghandi Society for Human Rights, 
15 East 40th Street, New York City. 


A second confidential source, who has furnished 
reliable information in the past, on February 26, 
1957 , identified a photograph of Clarence- 



■1 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed out3iue 





Re: 



States of America 
Negro Question 
Communist Influence in 
Racial Hatters 


t k 



Jones as the person whom he knew during 
late 1953 or early 1954, to be a member 
of and in a position of leadership in the 
Labor Youth League (LYL). 

The LYL has been designated pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 


David Lubell 

In testimony before the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities at Boston, 
Massachusetts, on March 18,19,20, 1958, 
Armando Penha, a former member of the 
Communist party, identified David Lubell 
as a Communist Organiser among the students 
at various institutions of-higher education 
In the Boston area. Penha also identified 
David Lubell as a Harvard student who was 
an Organizer for the Communist Party at the 
same time. This information is pertinent to 
the period 1952. 
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“ SUBJECT! CGh^VftfisT PAHTfr» TOirTBO’ SIMMS DB 
OP AMERICA 

negro question 

craaomisT ihfujence in racial matters 
is - c 

Enclosed herewith are 8 copie^o^^^etterhaad ^ 
memo reflecting a conversation among &c--^ 

T5RV3D LUBStL, and CLABENCE J6NST on 8/1/63. 

oeiiPIDEUHAlQources u tilized In this agaOB^^^^^B r 1 

1,1 in c -5 

195«^ fcn d -3- 

This memo is clas^^fle^*^onfid8ntIsl because It 
contains Information from ■■liHBf the 

disclosure of which could ceriously Impair the ^ Investigation 
of CP. U3A and such iapalraent could have an adverse effect 
upon the national Interest of the country. - ° 
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acuiari:4v^aye';^‘an'': A *rtrat * 

to turning America in to. the tree 
owitr#^ 

to;be.'? \ 

Mr. Baldwin, who ^liyed| 
in, Paris on • arid: off ^for over 
10 years/retunied Hcentlyfrom 
the -United States. He is now 
at work. on. 

.v The t 

into existence'af t«r ah informal* 
meeting last night at a night*] 
club run by Art Simmons, a { 
jazz pianist. A:~Xy<0- ; -$: ♦ j 
'■# ‘Those of us living here felt ■ 
somewhat-i alienated from-, the 
struggle now going on*in Amerrj 
fca, yet we wanted to show our; 
sympathy and solidarity, '*>”said j 
William M ars ha l l, an actor from 
^eWYoric'vWho, with*; Mr/Bald- J 
;win,:^led,the m^ttrtg.^S| < v^ j 
plTher Rev. , Martin Van Buren- 


Sargent, pastor , of The:; Amer- 
ican Church, Ysent his wife to 
meat Mr. Mar^allahd Mri Bald- 
win arid to; offe^ ; the ^church’s 
meeting room to open'thecam- 

^■•-.v;4v ■- 

^ .^Arrangements weri|'m^de so 
quickly that most oMthe regu- 
congregation knew«dothing 
nf vMr.. Baldwin’s ;mresence until 

^fWard of; Mr: Baldwin’s sched-j 
thisrihornin, 

■^b6ut^200giiOT^T : arel^| 
roUed4n .the jchi^<^^it in4he| 
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By GENE-GROVE and ALFRED A. HENDRICKS ARTICLE II 

With Edward Cumberbatch 



"If ice — and now I mean the relatively conscious whites and the relatively conscious blacks, 
who must, like lovers , insist on, or ci'eate, the consciousness of the others — do not falter in our 
duty now, ice may be able, handful that we are, to end the racial nightmare, and achieve our 
country, and change the liistoi'y of the world .’*— James Baldwin. 

With a river of change rushing past tlieir doorsteps, there are indeed, even among 
the classmates of James Baldwin,, only a handful who have been caught up in tb. p flood, 
which is lapping at the sands of time and prejudice. Of the 35 boys who walked with 

him in 193S past the wine- and ‘ ' - - . ^ _ 

urine-smelling hallways of Har- ffcre-ypars.* residency in surge* but instead I must fight 

lem on their way to Frederick at Meharry, interrupted by two for something that is mine.’ 


urine-smelling hallways of Har- 
•lem on their way to Frederick 
Douglass JHS, only a few are 
actively engaged. Among them 
arc Dr. George Simpson, spend- 
ing his afier-oflice hours map- 
ping tactics for CORE and the 
NAACP in Miami; Randolph 
Douglas, sweating in the picket, 
lines at the Harlem Hospital 
Annex; Arthur Moore, sitting 
hour after stifling hour address- 
ing NAACP membership cards. 

. . the Negro himself no 
longer believes in the gqod 
faith of white Americans — if, 
indeed , he ever could have ” 

Dr. George Simpson insists 
that, classmate Baldwin to the 
contrary, ho Still believes in the 
good faith of some white Ameri- 
cans. Still, he has lost belief in 
large numbers of them. He lost 
faith in one group of them one 
night in November, 1955, in the 
all-Negro city of Mound Bayo, 
Miss. He was in the midst of 
a six-month residency in sur- 
gery in the town’s only hospital 
when they brought in Gus 
Courts, the Negro voter regis- 
tration leader, with three bul- 
let holes in him. 

Dr. Simpson extracted a shot- 
gun slug from Courts, who sur- 
vived, and offered it to an FBI 
agent as evidence. " ‘Hang it on 


at Meharry, interrupted by two for something that is mine." 
years in the Army's “doctor The bitter wine of Harlem 
draft” and began to practice b as puckered the mouths of 
five years ago. both Douglas and hig classmate, 

* * * Baldwin; in JHS 139 both were 

Why does Simpson fight? “Be- considered goody- goodys by 
cause you can - ; get away from their classmates and Douglas, 


it." And, he says, “I’m an opti- 
mist, perhaps because, as Bald- 
win says, things look better 
when you’re getting you’re grits. 
It’s easier for me because I’m 
a DrofessiShal. I went to the 


quiet and hard-working, was 
valedictorian of his class with 
a 90 average, three points bet- 
ter than Baldwin. 

From 139, lie went for one 


Fort Srdie j aif the other tenn to De Witt Clinton HS with 
day and a deputy started to Baldwin, then, when the Bronx 
snarlfwhe-re do you think . . .?’ HS of Science opened became 


I Simpson’s disillusion is limited, 
though. He and his wife, a 


snarl, ‘Where do you trunk 
and then his eyes fell on my 
little black bag and he was ail 
smiles and waved me in." Ne- 
groes who have succeeded in 
“fighting the man," he says, 


the first Negro to enter and 
graduate from that school. He 
entered City College in 1941, left 
for two years in the Army Medi- 
cal Corps and upon his dis- 


pediatrician, probably have a bave ^ obligation to those who charge, took a job as a medical 
family income higher than any haven't “I think there is more technician at the Bronx VA 
other members of the JHS 139 opportunity around than most Hospital which he kept while 
class of '38, yet he works fierce- j^ e m-oes know about, but Ne- earning a bachelor of science 


class of '38, yet he works fierce- j^ e g r0 es know about, but Ne- earning a bachelor of science 
ly as a leader of the NAACP, orj-oes have more discourage- front CCNY in 1947 and a mas- 

of CORE, of a bi-racial city com-? ^ ent5) more roadblocks, than ter’s from NYU in 1956. That 

mission on human rights, to most wb i t e people know about, y eai *» he left tIle VA and began 
achieve “not only freedom of and that is wrong." * teaching in the city schools. He 

association, but absolute free-l « _ m when the country speaks now chairman of the science 
dom of opportunity — you can’t Q f a Negro, which it has dept at JHS 44. 

have one without the other.” been doing every hour on the i Harlem Is a passion with 


Simpson’s own opportunities hour for decades, it is not really 
were largely self-made. He referring to a change in the 
trre w up, his father a WPA Negro, which, in any case, it is 


been doing every hour on the [Harlem Is a passion with 
hour for decades, it is not really Douglas and, as are other pas- 
ref erring to a change in the sions, is compounded of almost 
Negro, which, in any case, it is equal parts of love and hate. 


gun slug from Courts, who sur- • 0 , reAV up> jp S father a WPA Negro, which, in any case, it is equal parts of love and hate, 

vived, and offered it to an F-.I f a borer and his mother a some- quite incapable of assessing, He once lived in Washington 

agent as evidence. Hang it on t ^ ne ,j om estie, at 300 W. 147th but only to a new difficulty in Heights but returned to Harlem 
ypur wateh cham for a souve- an( j was president of a keeping him in his place, to the to live in a $134-a-month unit (he 

mr,’ he told me. I asked him '• called ^ Cobras . fact that it encounters him makes about $Si000 a ^ e ar) in 

where he was from and he told ^ ^ t0 To wnsend Harris, (again! again!) barring yet an- the fashionab]e Lenox Terrace 

r ^iiS Lis HS when it was'an elite prep other door to Us spiritual and Apartments at 2 i S 6 Fifth Av., 


where he was from and he told 
me a town in northern Mis- 
sissippi and I realized he was 
just another Mississippian, only 
with an FBI badge. It pretty 
much disillusioned rne with -the 


school for City College with social ease, 
entrance by competitive ex- Randolpl 
animation, and won football and more door 
track letters at CCNY before Wallace ha 
graduating in 1946. e * e< * 

“You had to have a special Har.e 
kind of drive to realize that op- s 


Randolph Douglas has barred 
more doors than Gov. George 
Wallace has stood in; he’s pick- 
eted Woolworth’s; he’s picketed 
the Harlem Hospital Annex;- 
he’s picketed Harlem liquor 
stores which had no Negro 


not too far from the tenement 
at 238 W. 140th St. from which 
he set out each morning for 
Douglass JHS. 

“I remember the slums,” he 
says. "And there have, been 
some changes, but everything 


nnrtimities were onen to Ne* stores which had no Negro some cnanges out eveptnms 
W«,d P .o msh to salesmen, and this month he’s moves so slow y Now the peo 


groes if you wanted to push for 
them. Coming from my back- 
ground, I never had this drive 
until about my junior year in 
college, when I decided I could 
be a doctor if I wanted." He 
went to the then all-Negro Me- 
e j HtiT .vL.3^ e dical College in Nash- 
viller interned In St. Louis, *ula 


going to join the civil rights 
demonstration in Washington 


pie are demanding direct action 
They won’t wait. They’re begin 


with all the friends he can bog r,ing to feel their strength 
or bludgeon into accompanying And so I came back to Harlem 


him. He says he derives no 
satisfaction from it. "I am a 
very bitter young man. I am 
"angry because I cannot live in 


to^ become rerooted .with ■ my 
people.” 
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^ IfcMl 

[rights 'legislation ^ ilgned by 
|450 Americans In Paris,. Be 
lidhetfclanned to take the 


Baldwin said, ^rm very soi 
to Hiarthat hi ls';ieavlhg 
» fo# : ^at 'r eai'bn v ."^'.^ ; ^^ 
& E&toraUng: on; jfche... sts 
fic&hce of * the march,' 
j Baldwin v said; “Utiimately,‘it 
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By GENE GROVE and ALFRED T. HENDRICKS 
i With Eduard Cumbcrbatch 1 ‘ 


■ WTiai happens to a dream 
. . , defei'rcd 7 
. Dees it dry up 

like a raisin in the sun? 

Or fester like a sore — 

And then run ? 

. Docs it stink like rotten 
meat ? 

Or crust and’ sugar over — 
r; Hike a syrupy sweet ? 

Maybe it .just sags ■ 

h r ,like a heavy load. 

■CfjV docs it explode f 
I, VVV — Langston Hi^ghes 

K • • age of 40, ' 

I Tigrotlwap — a short, chunky! lor- , 
of .author Jfemcs ■ 
^Baldwin at Harlem's ' JHS 139 
—keeps his dream in a closet 
-'of'’ his ricat-as-a-pin apartment , 
*?in ‘a Bronx housing project V; 
.fi* *'Are . you ? sure . you have 
pthne?’’ he asks, as shyly, almost > 
^apologetically? he loosens the | 
f 'cord that binds a fiat, rectangu* A 
lar package ; he has , .hesitantly J 
i carried into the living room. A > 

* visitor assures him, of course, $ 

' there. Is time,. . . v4 ; ,• -fe-i 
Then ,-Trotinan stoops ana * 
i slowly unfolds thebrbwn wra^* f 

%a' s very ‘attractive 'womamfflp# 
: 4gi£QnV of jthe?model s ; at.;th el : 

^School,’*- Trotmansays^F^S^ 
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>% ; r ! * r’y < f • .- 

JBe^des^ aU the time I was going arid ali about' how much 1! 
y , The'rest "oi the package con- , to ; sphool I was working lull* wouldn't like the work; Hell, I 
Hxuns all time driving a cab. In fact, .be-- saw I wasn’t getting 'anywhere. 


^neatiy mounted,- aU quite good, cause! I had a full-time -job the I finally left^fv- 
itall -the workybf :• ^Wiil^ -Trotr ' i gpy£i^ehi$al& me only about 
§ma&^ ©fra small v oh^fourth the full. GI 


^jM^'meht building so^gaboye U^JpUt^rJkinglat all/?, ;Vi - * ness 'in* the' sound' “You know 

^winter-bare /trees > ot^CentraJ. -^So. Trotman drove his cab and that euv— that same cuv— I read 

■ Jyi": Park West'A quiet study in soitr^nt to school .tad.sWdM and ■ w“^£b^ a^nteVvSS 

VtJ“ ?lT ^rt^sltor ^ P|^ s ” “ d ' he ^bluSfheSS^e’SS 

-WiST»i« S~ interested in' 81 And that was that. -No.” he 

Wphotography? - * ' ^^^'says, and the voice is surpris- *!?? Jf™ i St JS 2 SS 

;y : - “I guess I started fooling in gly lacking in bitterness, “I Oh^fre 

around with it when I was a never got a job when it was ^ M vr^‘ T ,-pLmWfi 
Vf kid at the Harlem Y” he an- all ovef.” ' wh?hl wa^‘ remembered 

^‘swers. “But I never waBy took^ But did he really try? ^leexSrience at the emnlov. 

: ; v it too seriously. I mean, I didn t- y .. No » he admits. « x guess. I 1 1 "ndS hi! 

m 6 not really. Photopaphy? , st ff xXl wite L 

. of photography. guess it was some wild idea I came ra” Trotman '«aM “TJnth 

~ • Yes. n Is sometimes nccessaiy • J„co had.” V iTSous-to^ taow 

•■tv ; deprecate a dioa-nt deferred., .p rodae3> he does recaU.one J my Mds Td Hkl St 
• -/:•>*_ - * * • s ;y>^ * effort— when he went to answer j Vs k^d of hard without my 

TODAY, T3SO TllAN IS A $90- an employment agency ad for own darkroom— there isn’t room 
- a-week night maintenance, a. darkroom technician. It was, ^ here for a permanent one. 

. man for a building contractor. ' he said, a strange experience. By the time you get set up, you 
^ Married 13 years, he has a son, y'v/’It was one of those places oh hind of lose your enthusiasm, 
and a daughter, 10 . M#|^| 42 d !rSt, v you know? * t Well, I But this friend and I have been 
f jiVA 'Wihst of Ms former clas^ ytaiked 'to this guy. there but all talking about putting together 
4 ” mates at JHS 139 , he saw serv/ihe seemed interested in doing a -darkroom some day” 
ftw£ice during World War H, spehd-^ai 'j:bnvincing ;me how much/;;. Carefully, he rewraps the old 
> ?v /.ing three years in the Navy/rHej^I wouldn’t like the‘Job;-#;/^p-v photographs Vahd return# them 
gp// 4 sums up the : experience; '‘We^^^^Flrst he tells me/ 'Oh, these : to their resting place, the closet 
-'’//-had a mixed outfit. There were# people ' don’J want/a /photog* where you stash dreams. And 
v # v 14.00 Negroes and 200 whites. v rapher. I’m sorry, they just , a visitor, watching, wonders if 
were* about ; 300 ratings -want a darkroom man/ I said perhaps Trotman might have 

■ '4 -in- the outfit; they,' had J180 of . I - knew , that; that’s why I been more successful if he had 

. ; them.” ' answered the ad. Then he starts more drive, if he hadn’t ( been 

iri£ M Like :many returning .\vet- ^teUing xne all about how, it’s discouraged/sp* 

Vf^fmns, ' black arid white,- TYot 4 ; lousy worlc Isaid I didnT, mind. he/reCalls the; words: 

( 5 I/ 4 ;^rhen;he 

mn^^bnced^^fhjpbldS^;l^ willing, to 
^i/v-but/rari^^tha^^e^lsbrae/exT^aBtov 
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TO 1 DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-116) 

FROMi SAC, NEW YORK (100-151548) 

CPU3A DASH NEORO QUESTION COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN Q.S 
RACIAL M ATTERS. IS DASH C. OFFICE OF ORIGIN NEW YORK. 
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A3 REPORTED 

THAT ON AFTERNOON OP SEPTEMBER TWENTY, SIXTY THREE, 

BAYARD RUSTIN CONTACTED BENJAMIN J. DAVIS SAYING QUOTE 
I'VE BEEN VERY BUSY. I SPOKE TO A GROUP OF PRESBYTERIANS IN 
CHICAGO. I SAID GENTLEMEN, I DON'T WANT TO MAKE AN ANALYTICAL 
SPEECH TONIGHT. I WANT TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT THREE THINGS THAT 
YOU CAN DO NOW. ONE IS, I KNOW THAT EACH YEAR YOU BUILD 
CHURCHES WHICH COST TO THE PENNY, PAREN I GAVE THEM THE 

T 

AMOUNT END PAREN, WHICH IS SOMETHING LIKE POUR HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY MILLION DOLLARS. I SAID I WANT YOU TO VOTE TONIGHT 
TO PUT THE CLAUSE THAT NO CHURCH CAN BUILD ANY PROPERTY, 

v -V. .*•> ^ <?: . . »• 

OF THE , POSITION /THAT NEGROES HAVE jBEEN / IN. ^T LEAST THIRTY ' • * • ; 

FIVE PER CENT OF THE WORK IS DONE BY NEGROES. I SAID GT" “ 

Arched --^indexeb 
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l-Supervlaor #414 , 

1-NY (100-23825) (DAVIS) (414) 

■iirNY (100-46729) (RUSTIN) (424) 
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